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August 24, 1943	 .`..paraohlktecias the first. Amer.....

icEur„ into ?brat:0a Titor IA, Headquarterst in Bosnia. That

same,- evening r. had: my first., interview; and.., dinner' with

Marshal. Tito,. r was received:. with genuine' • enthusie,sm,

and.- assured., fullest' cooperation to learn for myself

about the Partisan: , maiement.

During my entire four- months stay with, the Partisanw

one thing that. was always', a source, , of embarrassment ant.

annoyance was the misrepresentation of-Jugoslav news over.;

the- New-York and, London radios.- The-giving, of credit

to the Chetnik* for partisan victories awl:, otherwise

referring to them, as Patriots in an attempt: to include

the-Chetniks' with: the Partisana . was impossible to explain

In	

,

September' I - travelled with the first. Proletarian

Division, which, was commanded by General. Popov`ic I ._ .1.n

their advance- from_13osnia. to. Split- and their subsequent

evacuation. of' Split. 1 had. excellent opportunity to,
-

observe the efficiency and discipline, of' the , organ Lza-.

At Split. I,. was the' American representative when the

Italian. Armistice agreement. was drawn up- and. signed by

General Emilio. Becuzzi l, Commander of "Bergamo diviSion.

From November. 10th. to. December 	 r was at V is,:
,•,

with, occasional v isits to the other island, acting as

shipping agent and. liaisoa between the Partisan Economic.



•

made in a signal to which Brigadier, MacLean; took, exceptioile,‘

with, the Partisans while the British were represented. b
- approximately two- hundred officers and -men.,-4 Also- the.

OSS Shipping Operations controlled by American, personnel, 

was the only material support being given to:1 the Partisans.„

.	 ,	 .
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BACKGROUND!.

was assigned, to Cairck.,basw of, OSS/E0 Jaz,'

February- l943,,- r- had. been: as for over a year wit

they British, SO& and; I, had already° started= preparine.„ my-

selto , go, into Yugoslavia under suPervision. of SCE.

the end, of April, r had. completed all special training',

and. qualified as a. parachutist.. However'r, I did not- ,go

on operations with. the -first, SOE, mission, to Tito' E,,
Partisans°, in, tunes because OSS had not come to any work-

ing agreement with_ SOE:... Finally in August- the En i t i--

permitted ma (as the firs-t . Ame.ricanl, ' to ',lain- their
•

iom	 rfito,‘'s-,'Heecdquertersf privileged to , communicate„
Cairoz over'--their„- radio.•

eing deiie;ider■t , on ''the British.' radio, and operat
was licit entirely satisfactory-- Difficulties_ of...keep i

batteries charged, and the need for minimum time CM' 7, .tie

coupled with the fact that quite- often-- we were nov--

ing from place to places, made a duplication, of mes&i:t6:0e. -

most impractical.- The British officer- and I together

obtained: all the information which he transmitted end

though I called this to the attention of my Commandin,::

Officer' at Cairo, I feel that my work was Judged, by tne

few signals, 1seat.„.rather,than by the: workz-done- by tae:

-AmeriCeiimission.

 timex Studying the- language reading all the

;



„
Lar'with the curreni.situation.-.1_:: ReliablOnformatloa.,,
about the Partisans at that_ time was rery-meage.r and, theritt!
neect s eke having an American observer. with.	 Head.—
quartera was. urgent. To avoid appearing tO, take sides',
another Amer,ica officer. was dropped at Ilihailovitch'
.deadquarters at the same time as. .I- joined Tito.



• ...
At 200 O'clock'. jrr, the mornina-,of 22 August 1943

.Tugosletiria, irt-the- area
known,,,aa Me t.ropollec. Around the main, signal: fire- I was
welcomed. by Lt. COI 1311.1 Deakin and Major Bas4
Bri

tisk. Liaisom Officers Major Davidson had. dropped in .

With them waS Gen, Vlatko Velevit,
the Partisan Liaisorx„ Officer-, now in London.-,	 ,
great moment for;me- a& I. 	 the first- American, to begin,'-':
work. With .T.ttPartiSans,.:., ' A. few days later, Major - •
David-sont. dep,artectfor another area,: to-, et:ttablish his

_ .
.,saioir,„ and. I'remained.iwitit, Deakin. ' who eezi- with th

artisait,Srup.reMeAtaft:dur.ing, the: fierce ghting in,
. ,

,  	 . 
Montenegro: when:the Germans made a terrific ' effort- corn-•,-	 .pletelr to ' wipe wit the Partisans.

In. the evenin,g- of _this same day I met ,and, had dinnerwit
hTito.e was most friendly and assured me that I.

would be given -fullest cooperation and that he was pleasad'.
to have an Amaricaa observer present„ The Neiir-T : YOrk radio.broadeast&. had *given, plentY'.. of cause for- belie that the
facto.. about thwz.Pattisati.Vwere eititeig,' not Icia6wii cir will -
Dully nil6repiesent 	 Pitocks said I would:, be. given... assis-



rivilege&to talieyiitiany,0*..at;'anytime-

lie thought that g;roups of Slovenes,. Croat Serb. eta

it accurately informed, about thekPartiElEill3

movement in ,Tugpslavia- would give material support as

well as moral4 He spoke with bitterness, about-7 Draja
•

lihailovitch and. the Government-in-Exilep: branding them,

as traitors and, criminals who were collaborating with

the Axis to fight the Partisans. Later events gave;

ample evidence, to prove such eollaboretion•-i,

A copy ot the. Partisan Order of Battle was. furnished„
,

Deakin- and.. r.- was- surprised at-, the extent -ana--organizatio

this Army',..or 'Liberation which, was gene.rally.,thought
,

oaa, group.% of,. guerillas.

During our discussion we ha*L'beez4sampling.,4,t nativ',
'

plum., brandy I.,' nraki an's. Tito, sinoke&chaiñhioxtusiag,.,4;

miniature pipe as cigarette holder. He- was much
-

p-leased-with-some-American. olgarettes_which_r_had..

brought with me.

This meeting took place inside a forest of tall

cedar trees..... makeshift table had large logs aIon,g

either side for us to sit on and above was. stretched a

piece' of canvas. Dinner was presently served_bya

tarted3eitt:	EtbOut, - the oUrt,	
f,a,:14: irrs:r*

looking young woman. whor aside, from. a small,. pistol ,„

carried', two' hand_ grenades on the belt-aroUnk'her waist*

2
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pieces- of roast lamb were a special treat and were e!teriki

without time,- for conversation.

Having satisfied our. appetites's; the talk turnt!ci t

recalling incidents both tragic and amusing- -i. Tito dis-

played a large poster showing his, pictureb and the offer

of'. one hundred thousitnd. markS in gold, as :. reivard for

captures, dead.. or alive. He recalled, an occasion Whell

they': had captured some Italiam. tanks-andsnat, having,

drivers,. ther;:used the Italian .drivers. at

, strated

continuouslr.::;` ... The day,',Was reealled ' 	 whieiCes:ptis.

Stewart-r British ISM was. killed. and,
'

	 	 was' wounded...in. tb:e root. At this same,,,,time ll'itcx rec eivek

bomb splinter in his arm. ..and his dog-s .,. lyIng., alongside

his heads, was killed outright. At that time he les t his,

valued. sub machine gun. -Lie expressed' 'great.intere:r:

the American 'Tommy gun which he knew about as a raid or-

ite weapon. of:' gangsters.. I ma.de him a. gi.t.t...of the C

bad, with mtsv and.., several weeks_ later- 1, saw hint witm

-
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dairi , lateifr - we prepared ' tzt-mie...., tt Ya Ce,, e.. townt„,,''
knowa to Tourists., for its old Turkiatt„ fOrijand'.. tha, beauti.
ful. water fallof the Vrbas river. We, purchase:414%o

pack: .horsea, froth peasants,, paying nine gold_ sovereigns.L

for each.. one. All available animals Were used', for -

carrying equipment. We had, one riding horse to sharer
• between.- fiva:ot--,,us-..,„ Unt.11, dusk- We` kept th ia. column fair-.

ly' well separated because of recce aircaft`.• Later . we
cl.osat	 After, dark. the going became,- verr,difficult

We had. climbed,:.:one-'sida of a large, mounta.1, and were,

following' Et.,,twis•ting-2- rocky trail clown thw.Opposite;

It was a., stumbling, job;.,and„ went on.'.•for:.h-Olir
timer the trail zigzagged through, thelaetreea,grow
lug	

-
thick'''on the steep slope.. Near-i. Midnightu, having

started- ea.rly . in. the afternoon, we arrived,, at a small
village where the - pack horses were reitht eCiirt& we triec,	 •
to sleep. The walking had made us warml , and. now we,

froze. The altitude here was about four' thousand bet.

Around two,- o'clock we were again. moving. ,. Tha.	 •
country,„ as the. sun, rose, was extremely beautiful..., MGstir

-..,or the walking Was down hill now and at frequent inter-,4,
ff

als there would .be pools of cold fresh water, ' froim. the 	 4

insida, of.: the mountain. Then, we cou141,:seefaajeei-acros.	 ,
. 

the:: valley,, still, a. long ways away.„ Latevwthe;trail_

turned:.	 country cad_ which followe	 ett.Yrbatik„ P. ,

:gra C 7 go



ord
The yards around: the! neat look:lie &meow were

one pi:ace- on: the ;river* 	 a womn wa.s. doing
-_ some: washing and singing woheerful- so • at.. the top of

h.er, volne= as she, worked,.

we entered. rTajCe the townspeople:watched us with:
greaV, interest, This was- the third time l t.tie :. Partisans
had, heist	 vacant, house was locatect , for our
ion's; ant after filling up.' on steW, We spread our blankets.;*..	

,
on tWfloor and.:Soon were fast aslee

street	 ting,from houses -to,' house... Thez Captured.- rail—
war, withaocomotiie,'and. oars& waS. Immediately' :Pu into
servjá:betweer.J'aJcea'' and: Bugojnos.; 	 Ert	 Churcir
Jajce wasA,' opened,; the first. Sunday: agter- we arrived, It
had • besem closed; for two years. The church 'overflowed

tli; the:peasant women -. in- their.Tdifferent nattve

umei who had come on, foot*: many miles.,
, That evening a propaganda meeting was. held .in . the

cultural hall, at which Tito with members .' of the Supreme
Staffs, Deakin and myself were front and center- for



	

foll0	 ci‘';'Maixt.., street', wfta,:::ero,wdectWitla.

gating farmers's e er:',.tcP.',1oirr. up. with?. the Paiisar

They liked to examine; closely the insigniw• on.,Jny: uniform

and the -boots an& elotheS I was. wearing. They were nest..	 .
\

awed at my ,.4.5 Colt- Automatic. There was plenty of

evidence, that the Partisans had, the backing -, Of'; theu.•

people generally' in this area.

On market day- the peasants brought lots o • produce

to town which had; not been. the case before,.::All. foOd

	

,	 •

sup_ lies', were either P aid. for or requisition, ct: against
_

future payme 	 op he Partisans , have very harsh re

gulations agains lundering, or molesting,locaL: popula

-tions .. We coulthinir bone, wine i•„,. chose ,-;‘, egga tu. as well

as fruit; and vegetable s ., Either Croittia.11rkthair-Italiam:
,	 .

lira or dinars "'fere used in payment.--

Pirti -San- ILiciliernbrit-13-ackRr 
In May 19414 __the German. troops entered: .Serbia and.

the quiziing government- was formed. The Communist Party

started organizing by distribution of pamphlets and, coll-

ection of arms. On June 22nd the Germans attacked Russia

and, the same- day the Communist Party. issued a_ general

call _to revolt._ The _Germans, began a roundug of all left

wing sympathizers _Risings- occured in' severaL, plades•	 •
and there: was burning of- German lorr.iea -and4; attacks, our..

German 	 in Beigrade.`.: The traguIciVie!, BianOirof".	 •
_the Agrarian. Party were- first': to -jOint, the- Communist: le

_



occupying, fOreem.;.' However, spontaneous. 	 Wr S.S,

•	 -	 _
provoked 	 atrooitiesr ot the 	 Dur—Y
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„	 • '	
''	 ''	 '	 ,.	 ,...,,	 ,

- conditions as; confortableaa: possibler.
.	 ,	 -...x. t. ',=: 4 ''' '1 •.' '.	 te .li .1..- ,.,;., 4,, •?''';'tag'..,' 	 s 'w	 'l,....$1' ' ' 	 .. ' p, 4 ' '' .4 v 	'	 '' i;.'"K,'''P'1' '-',.- V ,' - "•,:.	 'ri4' ' ' .	 •-■	 ,..;, , -4,;,.',,,, ,f , , 	 ,,,, t,. „, 	 „	 ,	 .,,r,,..,,. .)14t,°,3‘..71.1*.,,, i.d.e,!?•,- ,11,,Wsw its

'. tiojelikft beda$4 1.1z whichwere : Ifirge ba&T,„ or com'husksp-',.,	 ,	 .‹	 4	 ,	 ..'
senving as . mattreisses They' proved; easr'enough, t ,. lie. on -

but,;, thew mamma,' of' bed bugs made 'sleeping-, almost, trarossibl,

ha& to be taken: fiom." one patient, quickly washed. and 'uS

was quite--*coincidence-that--a-signal,frati..Cairalthe.

following morning was a. request from. Olga'S father to

. On the same , evening that the news or- the %Italian •

capitub.tion was. received,. Tito requestek that Major Deaki

and I proceed, to Split	 ones to assist ..imobtaining,";‘.

4.0.1!



Prttietariarc Division-	 wargon totmakeP
forcect: maratL: to Split .1i, This Divisioni; under4- Command or
General. Koca° Popovic l ; at that time numhbre 	 00er-crack,

troops._ Everyone has proved_ himself or herself in. battle*

To belong to the- First' Proletarian Division ., /3'; considerect,

a form, at promotion. They all wear the, hammer and siciU

emblem on the red star.. The only others to ;wear it are

the Political.- Commissars..

General. Popoirl.,0 is a. 'Hero of Jugoslavia n for con---
tinuous feats of courage.. He is only 34yea.rs . 41d.and

_ the son.. of az- wealthy family . from- BeIgrade,;,. unitersity
educated,,, he has:* been interested, in the Le t 	 v eine
From 1936 to I93 be served._ in the Internitlonat:Brigade

in, Sapin. His -second: in. command is ColOne.t. iloyevi .
He is. very- popular and.. a_ great fighter.. He'has-,"been;

_
Wounded several_ times and lost one eye in battle. He

is 30 years, old. _and. has the honor- of---being-----"Hero

Jugoslavia". -0.e was one of the delegateS, to Carlo.-

Lt. Col. Deakin . and. I were provide& with ,a couple

of good. riding ponies. At 5:00 o'clock_ in. the morning

along with General Popovic, we galloped to pass up the

_1st Brigade- with which , we. would be travelling-. - The-

other three brigades travelled, as separate, Units. Ar r-
_

lying ahead of the colt= we took.up._ a..poaitiorCfro

which we could watch it go by. Leading the columm was a.,

battaLion.of .thirly well equipped. riflemen. Only a few-
,

•

-
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'machina gun* . and.	 had,„Italiein.,< rifles-

liandoliercbt,' ammunition- clips;,;.— foilovied numer 44.  4..	 , 	 .
-• pack., horse and, mulest carrying; hospital. equipment,

food supplies,,. the field., kitchen.,. .. only ona smalL mount-

ain. gun.. Most of the antnisis were being, led; by women.

On elierly woman was herding along a float of tem

Also in„ the column. were several cows -,. a bunt

couple of steers.-- There was a group of about. s fifty new•
recruits,. still; wearing .. peasant costume- and Without

They,, looked to be fourteen: or fifteen years

eneral:'POpovia said we would get the= weapons

a.long the way.,

The  March to 

Witk ortly,:oecasionaL.'five

kept. moving- 'until 3:06- . orclock: in the, aftertoO

Gen, passing through, sparsely:: woodedf- countrr'-euact. were

now onnthe- edge, of an open. valley. We establIshed

 headquarters uxtder- some trees 'om et small,. knoll.

just. outside' a little village. 	 peasant,'woman, came- by

With a bucket full, of sour milk. This was passed around,

and we all had a. healthy swig. Later we had more food
•

rilgiLt march; gat, under.' way, everythi 	 	 fr smooth-•

without 'etnis"."::-ShOut in	 drderdr':or:tany fuss The moor.
,

everyonei seemed. in,, ' excei.11en	 . There



(p3...thUS.440# sintalag7 ottPiLrtirsarr song
We arr.fited.	 Mokromzeka16 oct' olVokt,	 follow:

lug mormingp. having 
passed through three- Viliages whic

_had been burned: out several,'. times: by the UStashi.
once' we were as 	 to an upstair..%:ro- our' in. a house
ormerly the property' of a Ustashi:.,, The.,-boys, were busy

unpakking the radio and putting up the aerier. whey; we,
heard a " burst of- raachine- gun fire,- .17.00king; out, of our_windows.

we saw a, Ustashi truck_ about foui hundred yards,
down- the road:, 'Seven fellows ji.unped:,-ou end; started. run
fling' for cover.	 shot imed atei t wow others
Del). bef are they g 'ot:orr the

r,rifle appeare from:A direetiOns,5A- recin.acroStr- the.
ields , toward,: the,- s o	 vere1 wo .imorW:trucks.:

coming- up behind'	 Our.,'boys...-cleared-,, up the
whole-- lot in short order and took, the three,' trucks

which were loaded witkr_supplies..'

• It seems 'that by taking a short

we had., missed a tIstashi column over 500 strong, following

	

the road to attack Bugojno. , These, trUCks ,were	 n4,
this coltuma supplies- from their base' at Tomfslavgrad..
General. Popovia hail-planned-to' attack .-thiV" bite 6- -that
night. Now they. advanced on it right away, since, only
few Ustashi would: be there,



another column: of over 500 Ustashi .he.d. coms fronr. Llyno,

to join. the first. g,roup in_ the attack against Bugojno

ran. Irk a Crouched position, using the -animal, and. pack as

_eret-	 welted„ to: learn, what was happening, below 3..a. ths-

.	 ,We 	 'thia aompletei story later It-seems that abou.



'' 140rekt—sa4. and wounde

kitcheni equipme, ,14.0,, O QU 4. Cooksd. Werw, aton
-	 ,..... 4

ocso 'wounded ...,.. In thee me'en:te v.- et Paistisanie;, a._L''

' rioral.slavgradc.% caPturing,. rifles uniforms „ '
 as vie11, a

-	 ,

food. stores,* ' SeverCprison,erm.. were taken.. Two of thesec,.-,.

were shot and the.„ others release

Never-bad 
fooeLtisted so good, as it di& that. even....

lug. Since the , 
alLnight. march we had had a,. full day of_

.	 .	 ,
-	 -

' excites
entr withoirt._time for ,either 

breakfast or lunch.,
.	 ,

We went to sleep fully ' dressed, in.cluding our boots,

, case the night stiould bring more surprises.;
6f Liberation.,

anization'of- the--N

he),,
,-_1■iationtAraq orr.,*beration.: is 

,Iiiiiidett.latoi

elgb tr. coriii:W4iy 
shaL4ito. as _supreme4. co3474:And,er-,-,

breakdowm is intc 
diirisiOis which. aver 	

000; men,.	 .,	 .	 . 

staff . ana, liaison.- 
c'ompe.ny I, .thres. or four-; briga"d'il
	 d-

,	
an,,

one artillery- groupc 
the brigade averagew'-I.,200,_

2,000 men v -StaffTgroupt„three to 
five battaliOns and________.	 ,	 •

one heavy machine glin. company. A, battalion consists'. 
of

staff and three to four companies, each with 300: to. 
:,00

All over the liberated, territory are Partisans

detachments ba.
sed on local areas and used for. trainir,

new: recruits. • These . ney be anywhere from 150- toc,- 1 t."5Ca -

 1I1e aarge -, 
	have soine;„radiciiyaottact...,„ with;

. 'general:headquarters,
 or even telephone;,-," c 0:Mini:Cation.

,	 .



Young boa of about fourteen years, armed with r	 es and:,:.

hand, grenades,, ride fast ponies, acting as couriel-s ,

often•through the enemy lines. There, are many wcr..en wha,,.

carry rifles and march with the men. They are dressed—

and the: same and fight the same as their brothers cc:

husbands, Moral. standards are very strict and as 3 rule

husband and wife do not serve in the same unit.

Trip to Split (continued)

In order to hurry on to Split we left Tomisluvad

at 8 ..00 o'clock in the evening, and keeping a gooc, tee

for eight hours we arrived at a place called Kamer:: cq.

"ere- we were: :met- by some Partisans- in- 4: small fiat auto-

mobile; and 'a.: small Italian truck They said the roAd

to Split was Partisan. controlled. General Popovic and

54stor Deakin- joined the menin the fiat and ._ ,I followd

in the truck with. our equipment and escort All

were about sixteen people hanging on to this small

truck.- , At- one point- the- driver swerved, to -avoid a 1-or.ib

crater. and before he could straighten out,. the truck

lay over on its side. Fortunately nobody was hurt.

Later- on the gears stripped and we had to - wait for

another lorry to come and pick us up.

At noon we arrived in Zadvarje. 44ere, the local

big shot told. us, we were expected and that Genera]. Po1.ovid;1,

had: told,' him , to put us up at the hotel until:LwexeoeivedZ;_ - _

further instructions. We were given- plenty of good wine:



dasbed in. 'amt. shouted for us to rtur for* ithat, the

Germans were entering the toivir.4e, 	 grabbeft ourt., guns.

and, leaving, all our kit excepV 	 rdio we ran, a

couple:: or blockEr wherw we caught- a„ lorry- just getting.,
,

started., As vie- were heading out of 'town in the direction

of Split a. dozert'Stukas , circled' around: . strafing the towir,

'

and. :highway.out and "scattered in the ditch., fl
was a desperate- scramble'. for the best- cover-., Expl as ivEY.,1

caraa..within a_ few- feet ...- --OneL direct': hit- : on- the--

actionWe starte
V 4

• ditcliit ,or vineyards-. several times,
_

to, strafe again .and again. EFen.tual.ltzanother,truck".

happened along , 'and, carried us to headquarters ,v jUst• out-

side or Split.«

Italian Armistice Events 

The following day,.

representative , a. conference at which the. terma , under whicatittk

the Italians turned their weapons and, equipment over to

the Partisans were debated.. Present were, General _Po porietr—
-	

.	
_	 _	 ■

was 'laterL killed,:. by a bomb:;:, hisi. father'

, National,. COmmittee , of Liberation.



Co .0„.=;Dealcirr.:,.. We' -werei,
r	 ,	 •	 ,

,

Bea
uzatjt- in command of thet:Itallan+,:; ',Bergamo"

DiViSiOrt« Etis: foremost concern was. that through. :lirradio, a. message; mig1rt. be sent informing his wife-ha was safe., With General Becuzzi were two of his.
There. was- no question about turning' the; wea.pona.

„-
and stores over- to ther Par tisans as, they hact. alreaciy-
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a, concenterationerdim the,. Vioinitr: and the*, rta11ioibet;iisi1cs4.
'r‘	

•

 There	 144' kit!	
.ttetwere bombed. byt:', Stukaao.K 	 ere: wet EaWaX	 ago ha'•4 ,

the Germans woitido makeitt. break,. thr_ougli,' fropto
•

->



wayfrom	 1, was. ct.'signaL f	 genera uprfaing
It4iexts were disarmed by the population a. some case

even:, byr'Childrerrland women. Thousands of' peOple„ took the
road!' tiat; Zryovnicass. the first rallying point,: From there-4'
ther were ttk' proceed to Partisan, headquartersirr the
mountains., The Italians handed over their armsr
tion atores,- eta.,, very willingly. Most of the lorry

.driverx%re.mained,„ on their vehicles and heiped.the
,portatIont of quantities of war materials; to the mountains:,,,

The civil. 'administration was taken over by' ther,Committee-,
.71 0f- NationaL-Liberatioxi- headed by Doótor Yosij siodaaka	 '" •

who is XXIV ministe.r, ot,Ioreign Affairs for the';-Provisiona,
overnmen	 Italianse im Split ° EL.

etitled	 f'Libitrta,	 S7	 nted. It wasr, issue	 . the nazei_tf
ot	

,
the„;' Committee'? Ot-eNationaL Liberation-r. but the editor'

was  an. -Italian captain; an& the staff,: consistectot anti-
fascists'

The professor,' had. invited, me to sees. him again and
:visit, his;, home. I, took Maj. Burke with me: anit'we spent

err enjoyable evening with Professor- Petriekttand,, his
ife in their comfortable home.. We had reciL,teti: out of

china teat cups. ..The, conversation,deaIt wit1tbe,Itali
occupati3Om and, their? , co/labor.atiorc with.

wa depar. 	Vertafa dozem,b00 oI
, -,4qt, as w hanotIn tiCk react during;, ou*spet



V S	 S
Doctorti..9modlaims 	had evacuates, Split,' without having4t:,A
otimet tat go', from his ! office to; his home. fortl': eve= an, ov er'
coat or- toothk brush..4..

Evacuation' of Sp.L.Lt,

- ember: 	 11ThIsAnornixii . vie!	 tlie,,•Partisatgi'off'icer%.:

hilddlexCtOgether in a peasant' s' houso: in„,„	 .. _21.	 .
_It is raining- hard: and everyone seems to feel miserEbi..



slaviwbefore the war. He ,bad two sons who were both

quetttly stoppect. tosendI a scouting party ahead to investi-o

gate suspiciou$2. places ideal for ambush.., To refer ac,ain

to my Log, on. 27 September "At 1.00- A.M.i we crosed the.

Cetina-. River... 	 afterwards., the-rain poured„ down



sn _	 .,-eco OflØo Ouri,H, !loy,Sp,brough,	 U1,?.4).	 itimachgun. firer._ All .thei: Partisans'. in the irleinitr,ivent wild°.
...	 , 

-	 _ 
. ,

' with; happiness: and shot off, their rifles Wetwere not
the only ones who,.,thought,there was a'. Surprise', attack'and, star,tej dashing further- up, the mounta.in.' side:;:,

. From brigade, headqua.rters we watched, the-'-fighting
in the valley which continued, all day an.d., night'. General.. Skorpic. and. Doctor Karlr'were- with,Cakt.krturkszt.' . and me.

,.......
General Popovic and CoL. Miloyovic: dropped: , oeöasiona.11Ti.,	

eas did. Doctor Ribar.;,- There, was no' food:y., fx fleas and
,-

lice from the barn .:floor we had sl;;;;t:--0-ii---74i-47werei,-iirt,iaoy.in.:€,,
us Plenty. We crowded -into Et. peasant' Liu‘aii.	 _

v'.,

'cfilthiest; surrOun- d.ings , 1"....tve' ever see 	 kol
.	 .

_ woman made some coarse bread, for --us- 
froso okte

,
out or an open . feed; box sitting:i.the.cornerw.':=..t.was.

,

hungry but not that hungry. Later- somebOd iroduced aTi 	 full of rice which we bcilled. and. soraebody. elsehad..
a 'small can of jam. We stirred the 

jani intc4-the; rice.Although, we only had orte ' spoon among five of t. its. we did n ' t'take long to get it all eaten.
The principal enemy concentration was_ at'-;Imotski,

,

with the base at Mostar. The Prinz EugerL Division,wen-t.„
112 the , direction. of , Siztj to reinforcei ter-move,

, ,
e

Thet-PartisanS -meV. them oxzzt
licted„Lheavy losses thery GertuartiCsir:days- to
 tront IntskLto Sin





■ .■..



Now the rod. was clear for Brigadier': MicLean to

come- to Livnm-from, Jajce- by car., The Partisans went to

a great, deal at:trouble borrowing table linen and silver-

ware front the, townspeople' in order to set, a nice.-`-table

for , the Brigadiei during his three day visit.

The Partisans still. held, a large stretch of -Lae Dal-

matleux Coast; as well as the islands and, the, bringing 1.a.

of supplies br sea was feasible, and urgent. The Brigadier
decided to aodoMpany, Burke- to the coast and, see, for

self :what- thertTsituation, -was,, on the: islands.

Livno was	 th.‘,..headquarters for the Eight "Corps::,	 - 4
ei,. staff-',:officers: were: -a bit cool in their attitude to

because-804 many- promised, sortiam, halt; faiied. to

arrive -We hact 'astablished: several_ pinpoint 	 dropp ing",
areas and' 	 for guards and transportation:,- The
signal_fires- were'v -fixed, each night. and camouflaged during-,

. the daya.. Afteri; over a month with only two small sorties::,

and eclat of promises, the Partisans lost - their, enthusi...
asm., When a signal arrived, saying, a sortie-, was due, Majo
Burke would show s: it, to Mello, the 8th Corps. Chief of 

Ste.ff-i

eting  tfi- lfalor Parish'.

tad eitkAtao,	 .fiateaCcit_ lettin

ere!:	 o.t -activity" was. expecte& , sent me . to,

the 	 otheAmeija wit ."

ar '*ived, a few, daya'befOrik an cam,



,beert pravidetit. wit
radio', which; d'idn rt. work, and 'erviire/ess: operatov'whoL
couldatt fir it.. Atter' four days, of failing' to make , •
contact,. Major Parish- sent= me- to Jajew to:. 'exchange, t.lae

-radio and operator for-, et combination that ,wouldr work:
Eaters,. Major' garish was, provided with. the, best wire-'
less ,operator available..

I. then remained in. Zajce where r . livect, with seven,'
British, officers in a comfortable villa, which' was...
Brigadier '1fte1eants headquarters..., Major ritrish, rethaine

Giamoe, freezing with a- starving:.
ilt1to the 25th,. 	

•	 •
waitine, for an aircralV	 never7:,

eIevitoam
to the villa in Jejce and, announced that several tons
or stores had' been - brought.; to the Island. of: Via by .' -
the Americans The stores included 35,00G battledress,.

10,000 rifles ammunition and 250 tons of food'.i. The

British officers told him that surely" his information
must be, wrong.. 'Obviously- these supplies were. the re-.

of Brigadier lifEtciean,.. who
Incidentall

bro1eizan& he- had riot had. any contac.

eriean-handled sum:dies arrive 

the evening of' October 23rd.,,

_
sults of their work and that
WS on the. 	 somewhere.

sidet...forN' two weeks:i„,

arrive,41., next, de.y....the„ Starr on the shipping.-tlasinesiat,waw,



Ces

made . - crear!ti: Eewast. 6perating . the JUg,oslar„ shins,

ha& beem direct responsibl e' for bringing-: sUPpliest; fl

by sea-,
Contact with Major liuot

Major Huot was, enthusiastically received by' Tito- end..

the. Supreme Staft.- Vie enjoyed a special,. dinner with-

staff'', officers. 	
British persoruiel, were-present. I

gave Major Huot , a. verbal report -on what, r knew- about the4

Partisan,
 officers with whoa he had been in; conversation

alo as4 muck , general informat jou.. as :t -had, learned dur ing
„

the better than two months I.. had spent with the , Partisans;

photostats :or', -some.
 55 capture& documents, ShoWing,,Chetnikt:,

C oliabaratioir;v4k, the. ..enemy ;,- aboit.t;_ai,dozett.i.‘envelopet

C Olatatible, ' 0	 picutres. takerr,,b-y,rartisans

given: tcr me , br-the- editor of- the- newspapei,e"Slobo dna ;,',-

and reCent issuew or Partisan newspapers my, copy of.- 1dher---"7,.--t-

, .

Italia= armistice agreement drawn, up 
at Spliti;, s, Aside

front the above r. avet Major Huot- four, exposed
.; rolls of

• 35 MDT., film_ (34 pictures , per roll.) which I had- persoaully-

taken in Bosnia including several shots,' of, Tito, and a

number taken in Dalmatia . during the advance; . into Split;

ancL the, subsequent evacuati0
n. of	 few- days

late] sent to hint at Bart_ a ritth
,; °xi:mm:041i

Xoati somehOvr anct,werei : act, 'spume

o,thii'iep:a.i,

Wflex	 OrAZIO:lot lef fpi': Ital:	
'etobe



0!;:tooiX - Itajblitiistr,.- Ont; with: him. an	 uCteci:.-mer t
work. on_ thet . islands,, concerning*.myselts. Witli 'thet- s.hh. pp in

	

business., Here. -.1„was glad again to: become.,.t 	or Yajo1Burifetamission..-- At the moment the r.mans, were trying,.
to taker• the. PeIjesac. Peninsula.-

Pel esEisuitt Fightin

At fivar r became, acquainted with Commandant Gernit.
heatt.'.ot the PLrtisan. Navy Department; Col 	 ola-, head:ot •4the Coastal_ Command,,, and the Political.: Commissar,
Peter Radovitch..‘ Several other British_ officers' were,

,arriving at liver s so "Majors Burke and.: r deeideit, to go, to-

	

Paljesac ana- see th& situation fort ourselves 	 at
Korcila. we received &Message from the"-Brigadier,,. that
recalled, Burke to, fivail before our front- 1 fr
Carried. on by-mysel.f-..

I picked up an-old ship captain at Orebic.. who: acted
as irky interpreter: Together we proceeded along the roc
trail, on mules, having two' Partisan soldiers as guides.

er three hours we arrived at the ransacked town of
Golubinica, the headquarters for the forward- troops.
Here we spent the early evening in conversation wit.:
Major Niko Llartinovio, Co—.....za...uder of the 26th Div.ision
and-, his. Chief* , of ...tafflo , Major Parrac St
9.00 orclobk , wez,,walked..-to‘ the top ofa mauntiiin*called-
AngelcL t took.--us over-a= hour. 'of hard climbing t,

11.40 --, cc! clockIwesa ff:. the
white. _ flare to our 	 c	 za.brade. il ifli

-"Cirtli



• sectiore or the rzmuitain side Iiatt up 1ike, a-,„Christmas:
,tree.47 ast a bit later the attack against,. the German

positions to our left, on, Mt. Rota,, commencedthe same
,way.,. The . two battles continuej for over . three hour3.

quit& often the numerous - explosions of hand, grenades.
indicated close-in fig;hting. On. tit. Rota the Germs=
were using at- /east , one hee.vy mortar. • On this night,
as	

•
on ,tbeatpreviews the Partisans were forced.; to rail

	

,	 ,
backv_princimlly because the Germans had, the;:advantage

.	 ,Of -being:104,1	 ncheentred on higher le ve.1,_,, 	 superi or•	 -	 ,
One:v:4v simiiir-attack' the follOwing,,rilgir,also fella

tt, hen* Oueuiltio
•21."4.141 adult:int

,.ZetUrneto Golubinice, an& arter -is,„conplef :sor floursi
ytng,to sleek: had. some cooked rioi an bread. tor breeic--

- rtmt•-• - Dunn& the _ntorniNg I tourej four-- or the nearby

villogoo whioh bad boort 000wied tor It'vorrshort: time
by the- Qermaus e,. few days before.I Pijavicino we,a

by otirvivore tbat4 olvilleue had. been ' killed. At

OSkOrUntto X atm tho iuoido or the home in which: the- Germenst
naci:OroWded 40:people- 4114 'WWII tossed a grenade through,	 ,

avidadzortv killing nine, ,people	 I spoketo sow,
SOOtikrir-	 five. beror„

and. bXo	 nor prirtt

Porikwhfre woun4,k,P441,14,/64PPerogb
'	 k



vivreiTrovided

One dead. German had,>	 pockets'•fulVo
body' a., dining room'. silverware The returnina.civilians

•_,found, their  homest more or less- 	 'blankets and::',
warm. clothing carried, away, ; all 	 goue. añ their
large. , vats or wine spilled on the ground:, • Wirca. 'is' the
product, in.. this area

Female 

place of mul es, izty:;. interpreter-an„
With a 'Couple of ponies to take , us. back: :ttk
a, small detachmehot reserves on	 the..-;front.
This _group_ of about, 3.0 included eight' young Womerr-im capture
Italian uniforms with boyish haircuts. Vier:carried, the

same rifles and extra unnunition as the 	 Theyet seemed
in good spirits, singing their Partisan songsi..as they
tramped along single , file.

A Partisan ',Battleship"'

From. Orebia r proceeded back ., to, th .s,.headquarters2 a
',".was a five' hour: trip, 	 a. Pattie,-.„	 ,

	

This oldf fiShinV011oorter had an	 itankJ.

starboard,,-	 a;. fiat:



-

these- gUns as a shield was a three foot high box-Li::?.

truatire about ten, inches thick,: filled:with gravel .

Traveling' at about 7 miles an hour we , made' the trip with-
out incident.

x:peniences, 	 vis

From November 10th to December 22nd I. was. at Iris;

with occasional visits to the other islands,. acting t s

shipping agent and liaison between the Partisan Economic

Delegation. and. the. OSS/SOE operations at Bari. There

were soma. fourteen British Officers on the islands, 'with.

4O or 45 other ranks, all engaged in keeping Bari and

informed. The shipping operationa- have-been thor
OU
	 r covered irr previous reports. •ApproximatEil y 000

tons or,varied supplies were brouglat„ to the , Island in
,UgosIav."Ships: during this period.. Capt. Ben8. Tofte. and

Lt. Robert Thompson handled things, on the Bari, end. The.

Partisans; at Via did an efficient job., of unloading cargoes

quickly: during hours of darkness, and in storing or dis-

tributing the supplies received.

Another' report which I submitted on 24 December

covers in detail. the military situation in Dalmatia and

Islands at that time. (See Report No.. 013546),

AlsO.. another' report describes conditions and_ events,
Splitititter the Partisans evacuated. (Seei Report, No.;

InV
	 N.4`.



EStablishitt r ePr	 rnmen

rwas ta liver Oaf DeOemhero' 5tir whenc,thei detaiXs on the

conference, of the National Committee,' of Liberat iön were

Iosig BrOz "Tito" was elected. Marshal o.f the

Army an&President, of the.. Provisional G'overpment,, Doator

Sosi? Smodlaka..was named Minister of Foreigm,Affairs.

After-.	 speech'at Hvar that evening he crossed to Vis

on the same ship with me. I have in report. dated 6 Dec—

ember given the life history of this, 74-year-ol& lawyer

• and outlined, the. setup of the provisional.. government.'

To repeat part of Dr. Smodlakars statement made t,

me on the, boat to "Pis "The National,'Comn 	 eiittefort Lib

erat1gióf.agoslyitia_which.hae been forme

representatives-, of all democratic
_

all peoples; all religions and all parts' ofriTtigosiavia

is not fighting for political _questions _but-,for, the

ation • of their homeland. from German occupation.:'

National Committee is . in full agreement-with-the Allies

that the people' of Jugoslavia must. postpone the settlement

of their own domestic government problems until after the

War., They desire that a., new and better... Jugoslavia V. I., OURI,

be founded on a democratic basis. The Committee

that tii.eforming of a, federation.' of all component

:the chcsect,-

par .ties, and. drawn, r



4"- mentfrwa

owever

144.

1•.! 

an. easel:ably ;Zee* eleated by the- people.

Th.iS- statement has`been. practically duplicated to.

D ' ma by many' other' Partisan leaders..

Summary and Conclusions

l. The latest ,figure gives the total number of

Partisan troops as 220,000.-. They are organized into L.

well disciplined army under• the extremely popular leac.er, ,

Marshal_ Tito. Alt the ones with whom. I came in contact

were tremendousl . enthusiastic and. convinced that. out of

herr strAgg-le and. sacrifice will emerge, a new- and bet

oslavia,

S..pOpula,r: and rapidly growing Partisan. move--

tiate
	 'the Communist Party of.:Zugoslavia.

e 'movement-, is supported by many-whoi,are not. a ad.,
-

never' were Coramuniatic44-

Foreign Affairs-, -and,' Dr.

Smodlaka.r, the.. Minister of:'

Ribar, President of the National.
,

Committee(:, of Liberation are not Communists. These, men and.. .,

many others_ of the . new- provisional ' government are indiviivals

who be.lieve- in democratic principles.

3. There, are Partisan groups in all areas of J1-11N-,

. They include- Catholics, Orthodox, as well as

Moslems.;,_ The vast, majority-came from the peasant class,..

ere arefi. mang from: well,-to-do, families-, and... alsoq those,,,
,

techilIeallT tratite . Ia..the; areas.-, .vi.	 _.
oivil,i84populttti cooperated.. with., and, ' seelie. ,. . .	 anxiOu'a

or setvio at: he, PartiSanee'

lose-



under,Mihailovitch, is impossible to' hope. for. The Chetniii,
have- collaborate& with the Axi& partner& in fighting, the,

Partisans.. Evidnece of this collaboratiorr wasz olearly esta

lished, in: the fifty-five captured documents, which : Landed:4_

to Major Huot,, whom I presume has brought them to the attfiti:--"4-,

tion of those interested. Ample confirmation: of this col-',P

laboration.was furnished by accounts given,. by. civilians.

who had been witnesses to events during Italian_ occi,;patioir. •
afid. subsequently' became enthusiastic supporters; 	 th :3- Pa

Partisans have in recent .montfispexpanded_

rapidly., 7,9:4 nY or the new recruits_ haver , nothing; except t

ragged clothes, they wear. The need rce' immediate su;plie

of arms, ammunition food, clothing and medicines. ts-

the extent to which they can carry the fight- to the enemy.

The hardShIpS under which.they exist - cause a -terrific wear-.

and tear on boots and clothing. Now during the sever,i3

winter weather the scarcity of blankets along. with th,Jir

diet, which is definitely deficient in both.„fats and Jugars",e,

make the conditions under which they survive- very difficult:,

6, The Partisans often request air support of' 'Allied'

planes for targets they wish to attack..,.._, Occasionally thel
,

ideas of ei - proper bombi: target; might7 be- -Wrong: Since. , al

the Partisans have either family or relativeS,': im German

occupied. towns,, the bombing of 	 hinnot.completelytely
•

military- 'causes them grave concern. The- air 'support :3hou/
-37-
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•

definitely be given with, great care taken, to have ac-
4-44,

curat,informatiOn, on the target.

7,. The Partisans are- very proud of their accom-

plishments, during the zlore- than two years of continuou:

fighting.. Their contribution to the Allied war, effort

more than justifies nyiterial support from us. Americw•:s,„

generally, speaking„. are thought of as their, friends who s

actions speak louder than words: They- do not think- of us.

as having. any intentions other than. a desire 	 be friends'

Our- British allies do not enjoy the same confid ence

cord	 .h Araetriaans

The popularity or' the United..'Statessuf,ferel.'„
4'4

slightlti:durinfithe-_ period, when 	 ügh:'lack àt accurat

information, and- following the British policy,, the New

York, radio broadcasts gave Mihailovitch credit- for . tbe

fighting in, Jugoslavia. It seems absurd aneL unjust to

hear over- -She radio that-Mihailovitch was the' great 2era

of Jugoslavia. This applied to newspaper editorials

general. pUblicity as well.. Also the news that the Amer-

ican, Government.' had made . the Jugoslav Governtient-inil

a gifteof four.„' -Liberators was impossible to understand_

•-v,.



cn"

SHIPPING OPERATIONS,- kr ins:,

The extent,„ naturer,.and, effectivenes or these,

Shipping Operations ll has been adequately , covered. in

Captain Hans Tofte l s report. My duties. as-liaison,

officer at VIS and HVAR are outlined,.inI detail; in di-

rective received from Captain Tofte (Appendix - I -

Frequent visits to the iilands'by Captain Torte

and Lt. Thompson offeited opportunity for direct dIsc.zssiort,

of all problems. Also frequent traffic by MTB Ot Jugoslay.'

boats i6 and from-,BARI made- the exchange of notes .lietween
-	 •t,!,
Captain Toftet , Chief of . Shipping ,Operations and my self.

very,:..'expedient Dependence on British 	 o communa.cat o

was .,rio very satisfactory.

e Partisans on-VIS working with Ttcj t s Edo nom lc	 41,

Delegationr'coaperated, enthuSiastically : in , the . reception.

and distribution of supplies. The unloading of ships was

done, 'Un.---der- cover ofdarkness. - Supplies were-. stored. in

scattered places as precaution against loss by bombing.. ,The.

numerous coves around the island served . as conveni. ent hiding

places for' the 'ships during daylight. - Camouflag v , d. with

branches from trees they were difficult for.the

craft to spot. Smaller boats were used to move .---LLpplies t

- -Pin-points established on the Dalmatian coast for 1;:•ansp-6,-

-tatiorvinl,anci:: -The British motor-torpedoi-boats_ were de

livered--a continuous supply of hundred octane gasoline.

39
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The pgoslar . ships were also used for th,eZ:1.,transporta-,

tion. of critically wounded Partisans, to Italy-, and

evacuation of

Aside from' the shipping activities l, consideratak

-current intelligence as to the military situation Was

obtained and transmitted to BAEI baser-



or the- reCord r: wish to state oitiectively the

att.empts of the British, to unde.rmine'. the.: OSS,

ties 'in Partisan Yugoslavia:.

As "indicated in my report Brigadier -MacLean.„
in October 1943 sent .me to Glamoc to' join,14ajpr 1ui.i.sh

the only other- American with the Partisans. There livas.

nothing at Glamoc but a, small starving - detachment. Farisb.
had been assigned a wireless operatorkncv.n by the- Britis

to be inexperienced. Also•_the radio provided, which co

not be -made to work, was the same onethathada a,d, taken a

terrific, beating- during, the advance !, 	Sp1iand.., ret.	 , ,	 '•	
•

.- •	 ''' '.•'
_	 i 7 ,	 . 	

' I •	 ,

	to Jajce lid	 ..,.	 r eViallg cit .' had; 'serve.,

lacLeants headquarters in Jajce at that time.-	 -
) When 'T was installed at VIS to concern try.self

with. the OSS Shipping Operations, a Bri,t,isli captain was

also stationed at VIS. This captain's main functJori waS

to transmit to Cairo the details of supPlies recefvcd so'_

that Cairo office of Force 133 could in -Writ pass this

-	 „.•	 ,.

,iii. the'difficUlt movemen,ts in th.e.-litiontenegrin. Campa.2:
•

There-were-four-or- -fiVe-newer -and' 'better- radi6 Sets

formation on to some twelve, or fifteen British: missions4

The-set: kiss.iona, just if
4.4



their . Pre s eneel„there bytaklng credit:: Zorn, the; suppli e .5""4
•-	 '

brought 	 theAdriaticdriatic by- OSS`:

) While Z. was on. ._VIG I had the use : c;f' t e radio

contact from , HVAR to BARI: operated by Force 3:33. It

necessitated telephoning .ali messages' frckerVIS=.to,IVARa

All my- signal's from. Captain Tofte , were received at

alter decoding, were given to me;,.oveg-the telephone

These ,messages -all had -pertinent information. as to

tiste‘ ships-could be expected, type-	 cargdyi course to b,

.rollOwed-1--etd.,---Invariably when -I received:±:these s inais,
swottlii immediately go , to the harbor-masteri, ortly tc lea

tVa	
, -

vr-"mi.nut es, earl±er my me s 	 h a ci,;, beektel'ephorie

thec, Brit isir Mission_

•





Captain	 Benson
Captain H. Tofte
Shipping Operations

According , to directive under nicn the OSS/SOf
shipping operations betiyeen Italy and Yugoslayl,
are carried out, said operations are exclusive-„T
a 0.S.S.,, SO.. responsibility.,

The (T.S.S., officers operating- the shipping' in
...Ouestion are:

Ca-otain Hans Tofte	 Chief of ,Shippinr,
1st, Lt. F,. Er.r. S-.-Thontp.sonExecative,--Office ■ Rip

Lt.r. W. Ellen	 licliaintenance	 vessels.,
Hamilton	 lirw -Loading 	Di: 3 C, _1 t	 z ships

Captair,,Wi.. Benson 	 Liaison 	 1r u is -4.,7-',1-Ivar%

According to arra.ngements made to ensure. cemriluni. cation
between this base and y.)urself during Lt: Thompson...ty'
recent visit to the islands vie shall,-inforra you by
wireless, of all sailings from ..her -e , simultaneously stat-
ing ETA for each vessel as well -as, description , ,f cargo
carried..

Lik.eviise. you are to. inform this base by wirales:. about
all return sailings from your port or other 1,crts
he islands.

Your duties are as heretofore:-

Ea To maintain satisfactory liaisopovith the
Partisan 'Economic Delegationsentr'...to the
islands by. ,Marshall Titck:ancVnolestatiorted
at hIS i/c o1 receptions and dis IbutiOn of.`



4 Maintain satisfa6ctory;
military and,Po1iticak,,commandso4the

To supervise	 in cooperation. -3s, ith: the proper.
Partisan authority-- the off loading, camou-
flage.:and return dispatch. of a.11-: vessels arrivin
with supplies': f.rom.

(4) To supervise that adequate tonnage is avai13ble4
at all times for distribution of supplies.

To send, to this base a weekly report on shi apin
activities, confirming wireless messages :And.
giving, an accurate picture . of the ,current 1 tu a
tion in the islands from a shipping point of

• view.

,

(,f) - To_ send to this base, a1lifonitioh ., and milita,
which_yjou may:pick up_throttsh._ the,

.lialson,',.outlined in pp. uaw and

send to- this base" every .'sliggesticia which may
serve	 . enhance the efficiency, of4Sh.ipping--PPera -i7ons in ;question..,

t4f.tt

To Iceeo a r reCa. 1,6- of cargo landed at' 'VIS by btai
ing a copy of the, manifest 'covering-, each voyage-

ks-regards- l -ot=' - i:cable-dated- ,9:Dec. 1.9-437 örder1ng7 ydd to
hold, up all sailings from the islandsuritilyotl,'
f-aTther- instruCtiolls - i take due notice-orthe.jollowing

A.. As from. today- you. should visit every capta in
before::he' sails from your port 'and .brief him
as follow:

1. Make, sure he knows the new route.
You must obtain same _from the Caotaiir
of i,i/11. OF.L.TEN, v.-ho is due to arrive :)n
12 Dec. * 1943.

laLe sure he sails i TrITTidl it is'
dark, not before and not, later., It is
essential that he aims ..to-be,-, as Close;
to the Italian coast as,pbssible.h

L,dayli.ght 41i

„

.1
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GiVe absolute orders to the.':.,effect
that under -no circumstanCeSJ9nst
any ship.' attempt ,tick enter jaT Port on
the coast of Italy after, dark.,;,-The
Navy has flat orders to shoot vrIthou.-1,
asking auestions,, and. ,they2shoot to
sink. Ships v:hich cannot-make port
till after dark must heave too for
the night, and as regards the oort
of -.17);,E-1„ , shi.Ds arriving la.te, must

• Keep well 
clear of the harbour, say

le miles (rpt t en miles) ...

4 
All shi-os from now on should sail tp
:10Nfi2JLi as we are in the orocess'
shifting the shipping base to that
'Port, where Lt. -Hamilton is temoorarily
, in charge.

All Captains must be cueetioned. by you
upon arrival at VIS abou-t-en.emy' activ:_t 	 ,
observed,,, if any., --Eadio_Us any_ligeritt

we should know‘in planning s:r.-1.1-Lngs,„.
routes etc.

ii 
ve,ssels leaving:iyout'-portqshoulci sai

,

only the, route	 he--Qa.ptaila
m/v - ORLTEN until further! . ruat ,ice ,.-. Caet:.

B.k'or your informat'ion„ the miv ELOribliA, a . QQW-

/corner, had a very narrow escape when she
attemoted to enter the port, of ROI - the ct.her.7
night. She was nearly sunk end., of course,.

•

-placed under arrest.

-,..onfirra receipt of this letter of instructions at ycali-
earliest possible convenience by safe hand. , address ed to

the undersigned.

s s	 Tofte
Etans
Captain,, AD'S.
Chi.et-i: Shipping

• Ooeratici's.

1



SUBJECT: Doctor . Josip Smodlaka,
'Minister of Foreign Affaires forrJugoslav

*	 Partisans -
,	 6

JOSIR	 AXA	 :Waa: named ., Minister of 'Foreigr4ffairs.;.4:,;-'.-`'

.	 br::-Smodla.ka„ 'made'. the crossing frOixr,:,
* • on the sarae„. ship: with me. Since he ,,.'speakWEnglish ,w

engaged in conversation the entire trip'..=
he evacuated. Split in September this yeariat.:the.''-same.,',
time L did, and I remember that. he and„-thestaff2 of th44.:';-
115. 10'N:dna Dalmae.ija ll had a very hard time, vialking, over-; ,̀-

-	 the mountains- keeping up with us.	 -

Dr, Smodlaka is 74 years old. He was a ,lawyer
-. Split up to. 1914. During the first world war he was

delegate in the Dalmatian Congress and Vienna Parliamen;z1W
-	 In 1904 he established at Split together with young

tellectuals- and farm workdrs the "Croatian Democratic
Party" which was an attempt to unite Croats. and S--rbs
into one country and also to break up-the large
He managed the organization called llSloboda ll . In
he composed -a party hymn which is today sung by Pa.r-tisans.-.,,,e-

-..	 He was -imprisoned by the Austrian government. in 191.4 and-' -'1,
confined -until	 khfter ,breakup- of Austria he was.he
of the temporary government of Dalmatia:_ As member of,„th,,,,,
National Committee of Serb.Croat=Slovene he colIaboratet-

- with the National, Act for union . in 1918. ,„, He, was4,;plenip
tentia,17 delegate. of Jugoslavia on the , peace ...conference
at leariS- in' 19W. In 1921 he" issue&-"th" 7.'plan-, org-ageonst,

4 tutiorrfor Jugoslavia in 7.thich he .suggested ' federal org



zatiotece. the. . country After that he 1-..,...Se,:amipassador,.-.
of' JugOslavia l'to. the vatican also to Madrei& añd later
to Berlir.' Whert dictatorship was prociaimed-he' gave
up his 'diplomatic duties.,' He lived as private citizen
at Split., Duringv. this time he wrote pamphlets . 'about
the need. for changing the constitution -on..federalistic.
ideas and for the settlement of the Croation 'problems.

. These pamphlets were confiscated by- the censors.. He
' was president of the National Libera.ti on Committee at
Split In November this year he visited TITO at his
headauarters in- Jajce. The present military situaticn
prevents- him from, returning there so, he will temporarily
be staying at Vis.,

I was given the ,follovring statement in . answers to cues-
tions- about the government. 	 '

"The course. of Our foreign politics has been shown. by
, the heroia fighters of the liberation army.. - Our enemy
is fascism and -Otir7a-IlieS are-Russia-1-ffAmertca-1-7,--and-Britiar4=-ri',----;,,=--
with whom we are fighting' together to liberate the .world
of thef sci st cis-Amenace,f'-' The "Atlantialfeharter!r-- which Is
theiromitY is also the 	 of otr polities. For

organization:- of our couritrt; and the dediding
of b°1aladaiies w, e4.041.1; insist that the will of thepeople
be respected.„.: ,-Oilr, peOple, who by streaMing: blood. have wprO-4,‘,,s,k4.4.14'
liberation wilt neyeim: submit to ddminatiort-rby:tfothers..-
we are not asking anything of foreigners;'we will not a llo
that any part of, our people be subjecte& to foreign dam ina -
tion." The aim of our foreign, policy is to assure our people
politiCaL libertyy social justice, and. complete benefit o
our nev- and--better. Jugoslavia which- will. be democratic
organized as- federation. On this- agrees-the -Communist.
Party° which has' brought the people to fight : for- iiberation.W :,;r;„ -
All other political groups: who have the support . of the
people are fighting for this program.	 .	 .



•
,	 •

2. The , following is the almost verbatim story
• - as it was given to me by ZVONINIR PETEICKI,,, professor
---, of Fnglish. l who lived. in Split.. I report -:itto, , show
_what reaction_the E'artisans might expect. 	 entering
other larger citids in Jugoslavia.,	 - x	 ' ''

-	
,	 ,	

m	

:	

on f

--;',	 ,,,,,-*,_2:

-	 pi,:4 , -	 * fter, tfie(*.. capitulation of 'Italy' on the::$thj'9..,'.
l'''' •	 . September'igth.e Split , Committee,. ot„ Na.ticinaL loibera-4(

' -	 ' ' Quay...tion, -organiZpd2. a -,..big- deonstratiom , the .Quay..
Thousands:-'','Or :people :- turned out and?e,,ga.-Ve
to their immense enthusiasm.„ Cries o '.-'tong iive

expression44�
our AllieS-t*i i I.Jong "1..i.fire Englanci . & America' ,. 'Lone • s

• live Titor;:were repeated.- - When the sma.I1 Italian ::,;- 
tanks - appeared; the' - crowd greeted , them with appla..ase t.,:-	 -
Italian lorries carrying soldiers and men and worn en ' :,.',',::::'!"'
from Split , were going around town everywhere Sing.-	 ., ;;;;",."7'•, ,, , :',

ing-and-cheering.-

,
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Vas.,	 Signa.t. fog a, general: uprising“.„; The
Italians': were disarmed by they population, in.
some cases, even: by . children: and women., Thous-
ands of people took the road to ZRUOVNICA, the
,first	 pointfrom here they were to - r.)To-
c.,eed t-O. Partisan: Headquarters: in the mountains...• The Italians handed over their arms, ammunition,. ,stores-r, etc.-, very Most of the lorry"
drivers remained on their vehicles and helped

• the transportation of huge grantities. of war
materials and stores to the mountain's. It was
a trenrendous sight-, to see thousands° of' .tants' of Split l . ,young girls and:. boysi. men and
women migrating to the mountains to, do: everything...-in their:: power' to beat the Nazis and ITStasha. lit:..,
the Moira:I.-tains they were formed into units' and the
same evening' sent to various fronts.

"On the 13th September Partisans toole over the ad .".
f ,‘

:ministration-of Split.- The SpIit :district -command,	 k.
" ,made an, appeal for volunteers.' A meeting held onhe-z'evening' of the:', 16th attracted 'the:Tentire town,,,,.

peechiabyk- Partisans and special„s ‘ inc., was ap---

:-	 :'	 .: '

-aude41, 1Oudly;,- '-' -
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tilit`Astas - attacke& daily by:. Gerniare Stakas owing

:. ,	 ..cr, complete absence, of any:A.A., defence, They .	 ,..„.
aimed at- 	 military targets,but, private homes- . 	t
were also-hit. 'After the panic: of the-first few---------\'',-; 	 .
days the people got used to the air .: raidsL and took,7
them- more calmly. , ' New regulations' , ivere issued -..o'
the population and shelters marked. __Mel often hear&-remark 'was- - 'Where are the Alliesi, whyit. donf t they-- send- a fer, planes? t"	

.

wile civil.. administration was taken over by the
, .‘Committee of National Liberation., . It flincticned
satisfactorily in spite of the constant air raids.v.:;,,.,
and. lack; of premises (The Italians police• burned,'the,,buildings of the prefectore and municipality) .„, 	 ,,,Twice the Germans. destroyed the aqueduct,,, an& twice e,
it was . repaired in record time... TIL , eIecgric". plant 4'

functioned regularly;,, the water. suttplt,i: was' surf i ciens,
Shops:, reopened. and. Iife, took‘. a moree,normaL courseopS 'were:, usuallr'. open, from, 5:OOt..

onr,„6 :MC', t:sti 8.:Oar,Z.1(



population, was .regularly*/ Sup-p	 tw'koo• _
There were twcq 'distributions? of,/ meat;:,dU4ng,... the

•'week..
,-*	 r

 16 September4 iSLOBODNA-DALMACLThrit, daily

organ or, the United. Front' of National Liberation
tAlmatisi.,.was published- in: 162000, 'eopies.„,

-the Italians . a special	 n;bulleti entitle	 IK• & LLIraiT,Af
was printed., . It was ',issued in the nAmef- Of; the
Committe: of ` National Liberation,i., but.. thet;,- editor
wiz; an Italian Captain and: the-, staft„'consisted.
anti-fascists.M

Two copies of' the newspaperilSLOBODN&IDALIAAC ISA
as it was turned out by hand', in the mountain s

-Copy of/ leaflet-, dropped", over 'Sp 	 t;:the Germ
on Sept:.;- 9th...‘

-.9 1ewsPall6copy ofof- the- first - issue; of:, e.-	 41.::
' "13:13ERTAI,' mentioned: in thet'stOma	 ,	 .. 

,,	 ...
A - copy- or the- Armistice- agreementLby"--,-Which .- the ;--'--,,
Partisans . received the arms and equiPment from th,e-'7:
Italians. This is signed br • Geri. Becuzzi of thei,-
-Italian-Bergamo- Division,- Gen-a-.LPopovi.and Er. .
Ribar representing. the Partisansr,Mal.„. Deakin an
Capt. Burke for the British: Mission and. my s g.31f- as,',,..
American Representative.

One photostat of captured document showing Chetn"
collaboration with the Italians.:

Ninety-eight pictures segregated into.., ten crkveloPe4'
for identification. These -pictures -composed the:::'-'''
collection of the "SLOBODNA ;DAL	 wHACIJA .-and werer4,.:,c,
given, to., me by the editor,. SERIF,' SglIOVIC.„:



, My- job sta. liaison. .officer,, and, interpreter

EverbOdr, here , is .speaking-;or:-you:.., You



---





•. division.;;Major Deakin. and Captain, BU.tke.7::fo..,,,
the British :Mission and nrjselt'a.S Americarr,..*--

• representative. 	 ‘-`•	 :,
have read:: Major Huat t's report- on ' his visit to Larsha

rl ito s , -headquarters , ,cannot find. any-. of the -things- I mentiorrabcrve4,referred,,tcr.
.	 ,

at Ban nor,. at Cairo' have I	 able to beat
Rictures-''-'otr--',: i3hotostats.:;,.- The Parti san4i-iptUreSi:‘we r e

odarid;in,a fiLing, cabinet and had. notbee-1r,„.tAy:!x,y.„„:,:i.t6.1,	 - 

,
d.. Fon1- exposed: rolls of 35 it

pictures 	 Lhadtt*isbitgal
taicen

*tosi,-:ancVirt.. Dalmatia during- the .ad,tand*Int.t*,
Split immediately after the. Italian. '
..tion„ and the subsequent evaCuatfort1:4 SPlit

A. fifth roll, of my own,- expoieit f iluv, was •
sent to Major Huot at Bart ort--42 Nov6. 10,41" to-7gether with a detailed report- orr larvisit

-	 the front, line on, the Peljesac-:-Renin-sila.;;
,	 •	 „

' f .My' copy-, of the _Italian, Armistice; agreement -
Thiele was drawn, up at Split.. This *document

- had the _following signatures:: ' 	 EthiUo '
of the Italian liBergampit .

6. It has been.;'&4 continuous em barrassmentf,,,tme-,,., hat, my,,,
pictures,_ were not returned., (Huott assuredz.glel'Of: severaL...-4e‘
copies.)- Lianr-- -of- my- -best Partisan -friendshave,...been, a skin
for their promised copies. Also,., Lt. Col.: Deakin of the
British.kassiori,.. with whom I worked- in,Bosniar was prciise d.
cocies of my pictures. - lily failure to .. deIiver.„..isr very evka.r:
and not in the interests of OSS since Lt; Col. Deakin is no*,i,
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APPENDIX -

Persortal.SignaL:Sent to- Lt.- Ben 1,7elles,

from 'JIB.

;If

11N04., 18, BENNY TO WP.r.1,ES, RECEIVED. YOUR LETTER 0.1,`

10-OCTOBER. JUNI THANKS AND ,PLEASE WRITEAGAIN.

NJT SEEN ANSON. THE BRITISH ARE ALEETING THE GERIAN

TallT 0 TEES& ISLANDS, V.,ITH -AtJHE LIAISON OFFICEBS,
•	

-

An i3ATIEN. _I, WOULD BE ON THE COAST BUT THERE,ARE

DEFINITE ORDERS TO --;EEP E HERE ON VIS I: PRESUME

THAT YOU GET DATIAr SITUATION REPORTS:FROM- ISLD AND

1104... ALL IS WELL THIS SIDE AND. HUOT SHIPE'ING, LINE -

IS OPERATING EFFECTIVELntf

Note:- The underlined' portion in. above° sign'ar,
objected to- t by -Brigadier' MacLean. - -Somehow- this signLL
received. genera.1 distribution and reached, Gener -al Wilson
CIC of: the 'Mediterranean Theatre,- who, got in touch wit-.11.
BrigadieracLean..for explanations. Later Brigadier 'Jac
Lean tal.i.-.ed to Lt. Col. Paul West, OSS-IE who becau 	 '
this had me _recalled to Cairo on December .22, 1943.	 n
conversation with Lt. Col., West and Major- General Stc ne.11;:
G.O. of Force 133 Cairo, it was agreed: that the matter
would be dropped provided. I directed a letter of apo gy
to Brigadier. litacLean. This was done. At the time ta.-:•
signal  was sent,. I was the only American with the Par-Asan
aria on the islands alone,	 HVAR, BRAC, KORCULA)
Brigadier MacLean had, fourteen British Officers who :Ltd
forty-five other- Englishmen with them.. Shortly- afte-'4ar
several British, personnel were withdravin from Part113:
territory.

'

u,

‘.-
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:T_January 1944

Brig.-IaeLean,
Force 133,

am excef,-Jdingly sorry that a personal

signal sent by me caused you annoyance. It was

most„indisCreet Of me to include such a remark.

You may be assured of my com plete loyalty to the

Allied ii,iiitary-IMission under your command.

. Please accept my apology:

1AELVIN:Q.:'BENSON
Cat. A.C1 '

Note r Lt. Col. Paul West sent-the,aboveletter to
73rig.-MacLean along with a-letter_:ofhis own.
Later brig. HacLean and-Lt. Col .. West met at
a conference in Bari and my-apology was acceoted
verbally. -Brig. MacLean,stating_that- he
be glad to have me as a member of. any missian
under his command.


